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Letter From the Club Presidents  
 

Dear MIT Energy Enthusiasts, 

 

With all the technical, economic, innovative, and political challenges that arise in making progress in a 

field as multidisciplinary and complex as energy, and with the additional demands of addressing the 

considerations of a broad array of special interests and stakeholders, we remain committed to our club 

values of fact-based analysis and to seeking solutions to these challenges through thorough and unbiased 

consideration of the best available science. 

 

Over the last semester the Club has continued to make an impact in pushing energy forward within the 

MIT community and beyond with club membership eclipsing 3400. The Club was proud to host a 

number of outstanding Lecture Series, Discussion Series, Energy 101, and Tour series events for the 

benefit of the community including a coordinated series on Japanôs nuclear policy after Fukushima and a 

discussion with Jon Wellinghoff, Chairman of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. This yearôs 

MIT Energy Night was an outstanding success with over 1300 people attending and 70 presenters. The 

3
rd
 Energy Finance Forum was equally successful with more than 300 attending and featured a keynote 

address by Ray Rothrock, Managing General Partner of Venrock and Director of the National Venture 

Capital Association. 

 

In addition, on November 30
th
, the Club was honored to welcome U.S. Secretary of Energy Dr. Steven 

Chu to MIT and with MITei, co-sponsored an institute-wide address on ñWinning the Clean Energy 

Race.ò 

 

We are also very pleased to recognize the outstanding accomplishments of the MIT Clean Energy Prize. 

Due to the success of the Clean Energy Prize, the U.S. Department of Energy has decided to replicate 

the prize around the country and has established four other regional clean energy competitions after the 

CEP model. We additionally congratulate CEP for a successful bid to the Department of Energy 

securing $300,000 in funding for the prize over the next three years. 

 

We also gratefully acknowledge the kind support of GSR Ventures, Massachusetts Clean Energy Center, 

and EDF as new sponsors of the club, and greatly appreciate the continued support from BP, QGEN, 

GM, Rockport Capital, Polaris, General Catalyst, and Shell. 

 

As we prepare for a new year we remain committed to building on the rich history and tradition of the 

Club as we seek to foster an inclusive and nourishing environment to meet the needs of a growing 

community. As we work toward this end we continue to welcome your ideas and suggestions on how to 

better achieve these goals and we look forward to seeing you at many of the outstanding events next 

semester! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Michael Bishop, Sloan MBA & Caleb Waugh, PhD Course 22 

 

MIT Energy Club Co-Presidents 
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Energy Night Fall 2011  
 

By Christina Karapataki, SM ESD TPP 

 

The 2011 MIT Energy Night opened its doors 

the evening of October 21st at 5:00pm at the 

MIT Museum for the 7
th
 year in a row. The 

first Energy Night grew from the vision of 

Dave Danielson, Nolan Browne and like-

minded students who wanted to provide 

members of the diverse MIT energy 

community an opportunity to interact and see 

the breadth of energy research, policy, and 

entrepreneurship across MIT. Once again, the 

fall flagship event for the MIT Energy Club 

was a resounding success and showcased the 

most exciting energy research, education and 

entrepreneurship from across MIT.  

 

The museum quickly filled to capacity and during the evening there were 1300 visitors that attended. 

This year featured an even stronger emphasis than prior years on MIT-led research and project 

initiatives and featured 70 presenters showcasing diverse research, technologies and start-ups. The 

posters presented covered a diverse range of topics which included:  

 

Solar energy 

Geothermal, Wind and Water technologies 

Environment and sustainability 

Energy policy & education 

Energy efficient buildings 

Nuclear energy  

Energy efficiency 

Electric grid and energy storage 

MIT Energy clubs & initiatives across campus  

 

 
  



4 

 

For the first time this year the Energy Night also showcased undergraduate research with 6 

undergraduate students showcasing their findings from university research. Additionally, the 

presentation exhibited MIT technology company spin-offs in the energy space and two energy 

technology incubator spaces, Greentown Labs and Fraunhofer.  

 

Welcoming attendees near the entrance were large technology displays. We were extremely happy to 

display Levant Powerôs energy efficient military vehicle, also known as humvee, near the entrance of 

the museum. Levant Power uses a system called Gen Shock to convert a vehiclesô wasted suspension 

motion into electricity that can be used to improve the fuel economy, power on-board systems and 

improve hybrid range. An electric motorcycle powered by A123 batteries from MITôs Electric Vehicle 

and Solar Car teams was also showcased at the entrance of the museum.   

 

The successful event was led by the MIT 

Energy Club Energy Night team ï Christina 

Karapataki, Neheet Trivedi, Michiel 

Vanhoutte, Lucy Fan, Francisco Alonso, 

Senthil Balasubramanian, Stav Davis, Hamed 

Alemohammad and Marzieh Parandehgheibi. 

The event planning began in the spring of 

2010 and continued through the fall. A large 

team of volunteers from the student 

community of MIT assisted in running the 

entire event from set-up to clean-up and the 

organizing committee would like to extend a 

warm thank to all the volunteers who helped 

us put together a successful event. Also a 

warm thank you to this yearôs sponsors: 

General Catalyst Partners, Rockport Capital 

and the Graduate Student Council. 
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The organizing committee thanks all the volunteers who made the event possible and encourages 

everyone to come out for the 2012 MIT Energy Night, which will be held on October 19, 2012. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left: MIT Energy Night Organizers from left to right: Hamed Alemohammad (Website/IT Co-director), 

Marzieh Parandehgheibi (Website/IT Co-director), Michiel Vanhoutte (Content Co-director), Christina 

Karapataki (Managing Director), Neheet Trivedi (Content Co-director), Lucy Fan (Undergraduate 

Content director), Senthil Balasubramanian (Marketing Director). Missing: Francisco Alonso 

(Operations Director), Stav Davis (Volunteers Director) 

 

2011 MIT Sloan Energy Finance Forum 
 

By Adam Bujdoso, Sloan MBA 

 

Late in the summer of 2011, a 20-odd team of MIT students set on an ambitious journey. Drawing on all 

the positive feedback and interest the MIT Sloan Energy Finance Forum had received in its first two 

years of existence, they decided to grow bigger. Much bigger. Their vision was to make a big leap from 

hosting a half-day event with 10 speakers in 2010, to a full-day conference that explores the trade-off 

between risk and reward in the energy sector, discussing issues in both conventional and non-

conventional energy. 

 

After 3 months of intense work, their vision materialized on November 18, 2011. Nearly 300 people 

came together on the beautiful top floor of the MIT Media Lab to hear experts from the private sector, 

government and academia discuss todayôs most pressing issues in energy finance. The Forum featured 

Ray Rothrock, the acclaimed venture capital investor and managing general partner at Venrock, as the 

opening keynote speaker. Rothrock gave the audience a very insightful account of a seasoned insider on 

venture capital investing in energy and clean tech. The closing keynote speech was delivered by Frank 

Graves, principal of The Brattle Group and an expert of regulatory issues and financial economics in the  
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electric and gas utilities space, who gave a very comprehensive and instructive overview of the US 

energy landscape, focusing on the trends and challenges ahead. 

 

Between the opening and the closing keynote speeches, 35 speakers discussed a vast array of energy 

finance topics, organized into 8 panels. The conference participants could listen to panel discussions, 

and occasionally lively debates, on new financing solutions to scale up energy efficiency efforts, the 

current trends in the fields of electric vehicles and biofuels, impact of the Fukushima accident on global 

nuclear energy, regulation vs. investment in the oil & gas space, challenges in commercializing new 

technologies from laboratories, the role of demand/response solutions in helping renewables penetrate 

the grid, venture capitalôs contribution to energy innovation, and opportunities and challenges for 

renewables in the US. 

 

The Forum was a resounding success ï professional attendees and students alike praised the quality of 

the discussions and the new insights they walked away with. And after a day of serious discussions, 

participants wound down at the closing reception jointly organized with the MIT Venture Capital 

Conference. 

 

The goal for next year is clear: to repeat the success of the 2011 MIT Sloan Energy Finance Forum and 

make it a permanent spot on everyoneôs calendar who is seriously engaged in the issues of energy 

finance. 

 

Organizers: 

Adam Bujdoso / Tim Fu ï Executive Directors 

Christine Marcus ï Content Director 

Dan Connell ï Keynote Director 

Sam Telleen ï Marketing Director 

Deborah Hsieh ï Volunteer Director 

Tushar Kumar / Ariel Smoliar ï Logistics Directors 

Erna Pardede ï Budget Director 

 

Content Managers: 

Elena Alschuler 

Senthil Balasubramanian 

Brianna Burgess 

Agnes Chu 

William Deng 

Nikita Guo 

Stuart Imel 

Andres Sucre 

Kevin Yates 

 

Marketing Team: 

Hari Dutt 

Michael Nixon 

Bernhard Stohr 
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The panel on renewable energy proved to be very popular among the attendees. 

 

 
 

A scene from the closing reception, jointly organized by the MIT Sloan Energy Finance Forum and the 

MIT Venture Capital Conference. 


